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4.2 Biological advice
Technical document

Svalbard

-> partly covered, incomplete data

e Seabirds in the area: internationally important breeding populations of divers (inland), auks, and
seaduck. Wintering seabirds?

e Standardised studies of seabirds at sea: survey data biased to Barents Sea and southwestern
approaches, exclusively in summer (e.g. Mehlum 1989, Fauchald & Erikstad 1995, Isaksen 1995,
Mehlum & Isaksen 1995), including more anecdotal information (Voisin 1970, Byrkjedal et al.
1976, Camphuysen 1993, Joiris 1996).

e OVI evaluation and area sensitivity: analysis not specifically undertaken, available data would
make analysis possible but likely with gaps in knowledge

e Anticipated sensitivity to chronic oil pollution: very high, at least in summer

References

Byrkjedal I., Alendal E. & Lindberg O.F. 1976. Counts of seabirds between Norway and Spitsbergen in the summer
of 1973. Norsk Polarinst. Arbok 1974: 265-269.

Camphuysen C.J. 1993. Summer distribution of seabirds and marine mammals in the Greenland Sea, 1985-90.
Sula 7(special issue): 45-64.

Fauchald P. & Erikstad K.E. 1995. The predictability of the spatial distribution of Guillemots (Uria spp.) in the
Barents Sea. In: Isaksen K. & Bakken V. (eds). Seabird populations in the Northern Barents Sea: 105-122.

Isaksen K. 1995. Distribution of seabirds at sea in the Northern Barents Sea. In: Isaksen K. & Bakken V. (eds).
Seabird populations in the Northern Barents Sea: 67-104.

Isaksen K. & Bakken V. 1995. Seabird populations in the Northern Barents Sea. Norsk Polarinstitutt Meddelelser
nr. 135, Oslo.

Joiris C.R. 1996. At-sea distribution of seabirds and marine mammals around Svalbard, summer 1991. Polar Biol.
16: 423-429.

Mehlum F. 1989. Summer distribution of seabirds in northern Greenland and Barents Sea. Norsk Polarinst. Skrifter
191: 1-56.

Mehlum F. & Isaksen K. 1995. The effects of sea ice on the distribution of seabirds in the Northern Barents Sea. In:
Isaksen K. & Bakken V. (eds). Seabird populations in the Northern Barents Sea: 123-134.

Mehlum F., Nordlund N. & Isaksen K. 1998. The importance of the "polar front" as a foraging habitat for guillemots
Uria spp. breeding at Bjgrngya, Barents Sea. J. Mar. Syst. 14: 27-43.

Voisin J.-F. 1970. Ornitologiske iakttakelser langs Norges vestkyst og mellom Norge og Svalbard sommeren 1969.
Fauna 23: 133-134.

SVALBARD —HANDBOOK ON OIL SPILL IMPACT ASSESSMENT 1




