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HANDBOOK ON OIL IMPACT
ASSESSMENT

4.0 SPILL RESPONSE
4.1 Assessing the damage

Shopping lists

Setting up beached bird surveys If a systematic beached bird survey is existing in the affected area,
contact the co-ordinator and get him/her involved in the response. The shopping list will have to be
modified in response to his/her needs.

Volunteers conducting the surveys need properly dressed, capable to withstand adverse weather
conditions and dirty work.

waterproof trousers, raincoats

rubber boots

mouth caps (in heavily polluted areas)

strong rubber or plastic gloves

a listed mobile phone (with stored contact number of the crisis centre)

When access to affected areas requires special permission, provide visible badges and licenses
e name badges to authorise access to affected areas
e copies of licenses where needed

Corpses need to be recorded and transported
¢ Note books, pencils and pens (be prepared for dirty and wet conditions)
Plastic bags for transportation
Cardboard boxes for further transportation from sites towards centralised storage points
Strong, waterproof labels, means to attach labels firmly to bags or boxes
Waterproof markers to write on labels and boxes

Dataforms
e Dataforms to be completed immediately after the survey, see example BBS form

Extra’s (facultative)
e Oil sampling equipment (clean glass jars, labels, tools)
e Scissors for marking corpses (avoiding double counts of birds not removed)
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Setting up a transportation system Mostly, oil is affecting a large area and collected corpses as well as
live birds need to be transported to centres where the material is sorted and dealt with

Create on-site depots near beaches to temporarily store affected seabirds
Set-up a regular transportation system to and from these sites
Set-up a mobile phone network to avoid trips that are not needed

crisis centre transporting cars survey teams
phone # <> phone ## <> phone ##

4x4 cars (if needed) with ample storage capacity

vans with ample storage capacity

plastic foil to put on the floor / interior of the van / car
licensed drivers

Setting up a laboratory for necropsies Depending on the type of research conducted in a laboratory,
the following instrumentation will be needed.
(1) basic necropsies (identification, sex and age)

disposable coverall coats for personnel (1 pp per day)

medium and large disposable vinyl or latex examination gloves (10 pairs pp per day)
rubber boots (1 pp)

mouth caps (1 pp per day)

surgical blade holders (2 per person performing autopsies)

non sterile surgical blades (15 per person performing autopsies per day)

scissors (several pairs)

callipers (non-electronic, simple callipers, for each person performing autopsies, 1 backup)
rulers with stop (30cm and 50cm; 2-4 each)

electronic balance (up to 3kg, accuracy 2-59)

A4 dissection forms (species specific dissection forms)

A4 clip boards (2 for each person performing autopsies, 1 backup)

labels

plenty permanent markers, pencils and pens

pincers

cleaning agents (to remove oil from instruments and tables)

identification manuals (species identification manuals)

(2) basic necropsies (for storing tissues, samples)

glass jars

adhesive labels

permanent markers, pens, pencils
aluminium foil

plastic bags

Freezing facilities Large numbers of specimens (carcasses) may require storage and therefore a
considerable freezing facility; tissue samples may need deep freeze storage and for that a more standard
deep freezer within the laboratory would suffice.

on site freezing facilities (>10m3, or as otherwise required)
standard deep freezer (1-2m3, or as otherwise required)
cardboard boxes for packing

permanent markers for labelling

labels
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