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4.0 SPILL RESPONSE 

 

4.1 Assessing the damage 

Technical document 

 

Phalaropodinae Phalaropes 
 

Euring Species* Distribution, status in Europe 

5630 Wilson's Phalarope Phalaropus tricolor N Alberta and EC California east to Great Lakes area with 

scattered, small, outlying populations 

5640 Red-necked Phalarope Phalaropus lobatus Circumpolar in coastal regions of Arctic Ocean, south to Aleutians 
and NW Britain. European status: secure 

5650 Grey Phalarope Phalaropus fulicarius Circumpolar, on coasts of Arctic Ocean. European status: secure 

*Other taxa on AERC TAC Checklist of bird taxa occurring in Western Palearctic region: none. 
 
External features: 

Assessing Categories Characteristics Database coding 

Age adult, 
juvenile 

Plumage characteristics (patterns); not easy, 
specialists’ job 

A 
J 

Plumage breeding 
winter 

Bright colours in adult summer plumage, transitional 
stages can be recognised 

B 
W 

Sex male 
female 

Adults only, female more bright in summer, biometrics 
(sexual dimorphy) 

M 
F 

Colour phase  -  
Biometrics Bill length 1 Bill tip to feathers (0.1 mm) Bill tf 
 Bill length 2 Bill tip to nostril (0.1 mm) Bill tn 
  Bill depth 1 Bill depth at base Bill base 
 Head length (mm) Head 
 Wing length (mm) Wing 
 Tarsus length (mm) Tarsus 
Priority Bill tf – Bill base –Head – Wing – Tarsus  

Structure Primaries Longest Primary Tail feathers Shape of tail 

P. tricolor 10 + 1m P10 (P9) 12 short 

P. lobatus 10 + 1m P10 (P9) 12 short 

P. fulicaria 10 + 1m P10 12 wedge 

 
Phalaropodinae – General characteristics (from BWPi 2006): Small, elegant scolopacid waders. Bodies slim, 
graceful, and sandpiper-like. ♀♀ slightly larger than ♂♂. Necks slender, heads small with narrow forehead. Wings 
narrow, pointed. Bills needle-like in P. tricolor and P. lobatus, but broad and deep in P. fulicarius with wide, flexible 
margins and depressed tip. Legs relatively short, tarsi laterally depressed. Front toes with small basal webs and 
scalloped lateral lobes—arrangement different in each species; hind toe relatively long, raised. Breeding plumages 
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highly distinctive with bright pattern; feathers of underparts dense, as in other swimming Charadriiformes. ♀♀ more 
brightly coloured than ♂♂. 2 moults per cycle; primaries replaced descendantly, during post-breeding moult of body 
or later. Juvenile plumages generally similar to those of adult non-breeding. Adult plumages attained at age of 12 
months. 
 
Basic biometrics (summarised) 

Species sex Bill tf Wing Tarsus 

Phalaropus tricolor ♂ 28-34 115-133 28-35 

 ♀ 30-38 124-143 30-38 

Phalaropus lobatus ♂ 19-23 102-115 19-22 

 ♀ 18-23 102-117 19-22 

Phalaropus fulicaria ♂ 19-24 123-135 20-23 

 ♀ 21-25 127-143 21-24 

 
Geographical variation 
All species monotypic (BWPi 2006). 
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