
THE IMPACT OF OIL SPILLS ON SEABIRDS HANDBOOK DOCUMENTS 

NORTH SEA – HANDBOOK ON OIL SPILL IMPACT ASSESSMENT 1 

 

 

INTRODUCTION RATIONALE PREPAREDNESS 
BIOLOGICAL 

ADVICE 
IMPACT 

ASSESSMENT 
LIBRARY WEB LINKS 

TECHNICAL 

DOCUMENTS 
SHOPPING 

LISTS 

 

HANDBOOK ON OIL IMPACT 
ASSESSMENT 

 

4.0 SPILL RESPONSE 

 

4.2 Biological advice 

Technical document 

 

North Sea 

→ recently well covered, vulnerability atlas available 
 

• Countries involved: Denmark, Germany, The Netherlands, Belgium, United Kingdom, Norway 

• Seabirds in the area: internationally important breeding populations of auks, gannets, and 
cormorants. Small numbers of inland breeding seaduck and divers. Internationally important 
pathway for numerous species of migratory seabirds. Internationally important wintering areas of 
auks, divers, seaduck, some wintering Gannets. 

• Species of particular conservation concern: 

• Standardised studies of seabirds at sea: extensive seabird surveys in recent years completed 
and reported; winter data set relatively small and fragmented. Published material and data sets 
include area overviews (Blake et al. 1984, Tasker et al. 1987, Stone et al. 1995) as wel as 
regional studies (Camphuysen & Leopold 1994, Garthe et al. 1995, Offringa et al. 1995, Mitschke 
et al. 2001, Diederichs et al. 2002 Garthe 2003ab, Garthe et al. 2004). Monitoring ongoing on 
national level and as joint international research project (European Seabirds at Sea database; 
Reid & Camphuysen 1998). 

• OVI evaluation and area sensitivity: vulnerability atlases produced, using species specific OVI 
analysis and seabird abundance data on a monthly basis (Tasker & Pienkowski 1987, Skov et al. 
1992, Carter et al. 1993). Marine Important Bird Area (IBA) atlases have been produced (Skov et 
al. 1995, Maes et al. 2000, Seys et al. 2001). 

• Anticipated sensitivity to chronic oil pollution: locally very high; clearly identified seasonal and 
spatial patterns in sensitivity published (Tasker & Pienkowski 1987, Skov & Durinck 1992, Carter 
et al. 1993) 

• Special work: Sensitivity maps, covering all biota, have been developed for German North Sea 
coasts since a feasibility study during 1983-87 and have been updated for the German North Sea 
coast and Baltic coastal areas. As part of the German Contingency Planning for Marine Pollution 
Control, these maps will be extended to cover German offshore areas in the (near) future (van 
Bernam et al. 1994). 
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