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Eastern Mediterranean
- data deficient

Countries_involved: Libya, Egypt, Israel, Palestine, Lebanon, Syria, Cyprus, Turkey, Greece,
Albania, Serbia, Croatia, Slovenia, Italy, Malta

Seabirds in the area: breeding and wintering cormorants, wintering divers; precise numbers and
distribution patterns unknown.

Species of particular conservation concern: Puffinus yelkouan, Pygmy Cormorant, Dalmatian
Pelican, Great White Pelican, Lesser Crested Tern

Standardised studies of seabirds at sea: not known

OVI evaluation and area sensitivity: analysis never undertaken and no material to study area
sensitivity at hand

Anticipated sensitivity to chronic oil pollution: several rarer species of seabirds in lower
vulnerability categories in the area, offshore distribution patterns not clear

Globally threatened species:

Dalmatian Pelican Pelecanus crispus [Vulnerable] Conservation measures have resulted in a population increase

in Europe, particularly at the species' largest colony, at Lake Mikri Prespa in Greece. However, rapid
population declines in the remainder of its range are inferred to be continuing and therefore the species is
listed as vulnerable; BirdLife International 2007a). Dalmatian Pelican is now very rare in Europe and while
the population can be considered stable or increasing overall, colonies are locally expanding or shrinking
(SPEC Category 1, status Vulnerable; Crivelli 1994a). European breeders winter in the eastern
Mediterranean countries. It occurs mainly at inland, freshwater wetlands but also at coastal lagoons and
river deltas, where it breeds in colonies on islands in large reedbeds or in the open. Former declines were
primarily caused by wetland drainage, shooting and persecution by fishers. Continuing threats include
disturbance from tourists and fishers, wetland alteration and destruction, water pollution, collision with
overhead power-lines and over-exploitation of fish stocks.

Species of particular conservation concern:

European Storm-petrel Hydrobates pelagicus has a large global population estimated to be 840,000 individuals

(Fishpool and Evans 2001). About 90% of the known breeding population is concentrated in NW Europe,
with smaller colonies in Greece (10-30p), Italy (1500-2000p), and Malta (5000p). This species has a large
range, with an estimated global breeding Extent of Occurrence of 50,000-100,000 km?2. It nests on remote
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islands that are largely free of mammalian predators. The accidental introduction of such predators is the
main threat to this species, particularly in southern Europe and the Mediterranean. Although global
population trends have not been quantified, there have been small population declines in Malta, but trend
information is poor. Despite the evidence of a population decline, the species is not believed to approach
the thresholds for the population decline criterion of the IUCN Red List (i.e. declining more than 30% in ten
years or three generations). For these reasons, the species is evaluated as Least Concern (BirdLife
International 2007Db).

Pygmy Cormorant Phalacrocorax pygmaeus. The species is rare in Europe, where it is restricted to the south-east
of the region. Numbers have declined during the 20" century due to habitat loss and direct persecution.
The species and its main breeding colonies urgently require legislative protection (SPEC Category 2,
status Vulnerable; Weber 1994).

Great White Pelican Pelecanus onocrotalus This species has a large range, with an estimated global Extent of
Occurrence of 100,000-1,000,000 kmz. It has a large global population estimated to be 270,000-290,000
individuals (Wetlands International 2002). Global population trends have not been quantified, but the
species is not believed to approach the thresholds for the population decline criterion of the IUCN Red List
(i.e. declining more than 30% in ten years or three generations). For these reasons, the species is
evaluated as Least Concern (BirdLife International 2007c). The European population underwent a
considerable decline during the 20" century, mainly because of wetland drainage. Like the Dalmatian
Pelican, all breeding colonies need protection and measures should be taken to reduce mortality on
breeding, passage and wintering grounds (SPEC Category 3, Status Rare; Crivelli 1994b).
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