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4.0 SPILL RESPONSE 

 

4.2 Biological advice 

Technical document 

 

Channel and Celtic Sea 
→ at least locally data deficient, UK part recently well covered, vulnerability atlas available 

 

• Seabirds in the area: internationally important breeding populations of cormorants and gannets. 
Some breeding auks. Internationally important pathway for numerous species of migratory 
seabirds. Internationally important wintering area for auks (pelagic and coastal), divers, 
cormorants (coastal) and some gannets and seaduck. 

• Species of particular conservation concern: ? 

• Standardised studies of seabirds at sea: extensive studies of seabirds at sea (White & Webb 
1995, Webb et al. 1995a), much less comprehensive data on seabird numbers at sea in French 
waters (some anecdotal data: Creswell & Walker 2001, Mustoe 2001, Walker et al. 2004) 

• OVI evaluation and area sensitivity: vulnerability atlas produced, using species specific OVI 
analysis and seabird abundance data on a monthly basis (Webb et al. 1995b) 

• Anticipated sensitivity to chronic oil pollution: locally very high; clearly identified seasonal and 
spatial patterns in sensitivity published for UK waters (Webb et al. 1995b); very high at least in 
winter in French part; localised around major breeding colonies in summer 
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