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4.0 SPILL RESPONSE

4.2 Biological advice
Technical document

Bay of Biscay
- data deficient

e Seabirds in the area: breeding cormorants. Internationally important wintering areas for auks
(pelagic and coastal), gannets, cormorants (?). Internationally important pathway for numerous
species of migratory seabirds. Wintering divers and locally some seauck (all coastal).

e Species of particular conservation concern: Balearic Shearwater

o Standardised studies of seabirds at sea: non-integrated ship-based and aerial surveys in recent
years, partly in response to the Erika oil spill, methodology different per project (Bretagnolle et al.
2004, Castége et al. 2004, Valeiras et al 2005, ESAS unpublished data), some additional
anecdotal data: (Creswell & Walker 2001, Mustoe 2001, Walker et al. 2004).

e OVl evaluation and area sensitivity: In the bay of Biscay, an OVI evaluation has been made only
for a small well studied area in the south-east of Brittany (47°34'-46°40'N / 3°18'-1°57'W,
Recorbet 1998, 2001). Otherwise, an analysis has never been undertaken; difficult at present
with available material and certainly with major gaps in knowledge

e Anticipated sensitivity to chronic oil pollution: at least locally very high in winter, as demonstrated
in recent major oil spills; unknown in summer

References

Abad, E., X. Valeiras, A. Serrano, F. Sanchez, I. Preciado and I. Olaso, 2006.
Influence of fisheries discards and environmental variables on seabirds in northern
Spanish waters (Cantabrian Sea). Abstracts of ICES 2006 Annual Science Conference.
Maastricht, Netherlands, 19-23/09/06.

Valeiras, J., 2003. Attendance of scavenging seabirds at trawler discards off
Galicia, Spain. Scientia Marina, 67 (Suppl. 2): 77-82.

Valeiras, J., E. Abad y F. Séanchez, 2005. Distribucidén de aves marinas en la
plataforma continental de Galicia y mar Cantdbrico en relacidén a los descartes
pesqueros. Resumenes del VI Congreso Galego de Ornitoloxia y V Jornadas Cantébricas
de Ornitologia. Viveiro (Lugo), 29-31/09/05.

Valeiras, J., 2005. Distribution of seabirds on the continental shelf of Galicia and
Cantabrian Sea related to fisheries discards. Marine IBA Workshop: “Conserving our
seabirds: how to identify Important Bird Areas in the marine environment". Vilanova i
la Geltrt, Spain, 13-16/11/05.

BAY OF BISCAY — HANDBOOK ON OIL SPILL IMPACT ASSESSMENT 1




THE IMPACT OF OIL SPILLS ON SEABIRDS HANDBOOK DOCUMENTS

BAY OF BISCAY — HANDBOOK ON OIL SPILL IMPACT ASSESSMENT 2




THE IMPACT OF OIL SPILLS ON SEABIRDS HANDBOOK DOCUMENTS

BAY OF BISCAY — HANDBOOK ON OIL SPILL IMPACT ASSESSMENT 3




