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4.0 SPILL RESPONSE 

 

4.2 Biological advice 

Technical document 

 

Bay of Biscay 
→ data deficient 

 

• Seabirds in the area: breeding cormorants. Internationally important wintering areas for auks 
(pelagic and coastal), gannets, cormorants (?). Internationally important pathway for numerous 
species of migratory seabirds. Wintering divers and locally some seauck (all coastal). 

• Species of particular conservation concern: Balearic Shearwater 

• Standardised studies of seabirds at sea: non-integrated ship-based and aerial surveys in recent 
years, partly in response to the Erika oil spill, methodology different per project (Bretagnolle et al. 
2004, Castège et al. 2004, Valeiras et al 2005, ESAS unpublished data), some additional 
anecdotal data: (Creswell & Walker 2001, Mustoe 2001, Walker et al. 2004). 

• OVI evaluation and area sensitivity: In the bay of Biscay, an OVI evaluation has been made only 
for a small well studied area in the south-east of Brittany (47°34'-46°40'N / 3°18'-1°57'W; 
Recorbet 1998, 2001). Otherwise, an analysis has never been undertaken; difficult at present 
with available material and certainly with major gaps in knowledge 

• Anticipated sensitivity to chronic oil pollution: at least locally very high in winter, as demonstrated 
in recent major oil spills; unknown in summer 
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