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4.0 SPILL RESPONSE 

 

4.2 Biological advice 

Technical document 

 

Baltic 
→ recently well covered, requires vulnerability assessment 

 

• Seabirds in the area: internationally important breeding populations of divers (inland), and 
seaduck, breeding cormorants and auks. Internationally important wintering concentrations of 
auks (Kattegat) and seaduck (pelagic and inshore), internationally important stop-over sites of 
divers. 

• Species of particular conservation concern: Steller’s Eider, Baltic Guillemot, Black Guillemot 
[90% of Europ pop Long-tailed Duck population] 

• Standardised studies of seabirds at sea: extensive seabird surveys in recent years completed 
and reported (Durinck et al. 1993, Pihl et al. 1995, Garthe 2003ab, Garthe et al. 2003, Sonntag et 
al. 2004); winter waterfowl counts in coastal areas and during aerial surveys in most of the area 
(e.g. Raudonikis 1989ab, Shergalin 1990, Nilsson 2005). 

• OVI evaluation and area sensitivity: analysis not specifically undertaken, could be undertaken 
from (recent) survey data. Marine IBA atlases have been produced (Durinck et al. 1994, Skov et 
al. 2000). 

• Anticipated sensitivity to chronic oil pollution: very high in winter, with offshore seaduck 
concentrations, in summer locally high 
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